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New Delhi

The BJP on Monday
slammed opposition par-
ties over their protest
against the vater roll re-
vision in Bihar and al-
leged “vote theft™ in past
elections, accusing them
of trying o create anar-
chy and instability in the
country.

Addressing a press
conference at the BIP
headquarters here, Union
minister  Dharmendra
Pradhan termed Con-
gress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi’s allegation of “vote
theft” against the ruling
BIJP and the Election
Commission a “lie” and
said the Congress has
been resorting 1o such
tactics as it has no other
issues 1o raise

Union minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan accused
Gandhi of acting “under
pressure from anti-na-
tional forces™

“He and the INDI alli-
ance are defaming de-
Illl}tl’llt‘\, [nmng “ o
shreds and tampering
with the dignity of con-
stitutional institutions,”
the senior BIP leader said
in a post on X,

Both Pradhan and
Chouhan are among the
prominent OBC faces ol
the BIP.

Pradhan alleged that
the opposition’s protest
was a “well-thought-out

BJP SLAMS OPPOSITION OVER BIHAR VOTER ROLL PROTEST

0pp08ltl0n plottmganarchy Pradhan

LOP N the LS and Congress leader Ranul Gandhi, CP1{M] MP john Brittas. TMC MP Saayom Ghosh and
others attend (o party MP Mital Bag after she faints dunng a protest march by INDIA BIOC MPs fIom
Makar Dwar of Patliament to the £C10Office over the poll fraud’ ssue, in New Detni, Monday

strategy” o create insla-
bility in the country.
“Congress and other
opposition parties want
to create anarchy in the
country,” Pradhan said.
Gandhi, the Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha,

() Why should I sign an oath? This is
their data, not mine. They should

happened only in Bengaluru; it
happened in many constituencies.
Today, the Election Commission is
trying to hide something, but |
want to tell you that one day,
everything will come out.

RAHUL GANDHI, ¢ 1 Lok sasma

is speaking the language
of “big forces” who want
to destroy democracy in
India, he charged.
Pradhan alleged that
the Congress and other
opposition parties are
raising questions on the

‘FIGHT FOR ONE MAN, ONE VOTE":
RAHUL AFTER STIR NEAR EC HO

take it from their own website, g 1 i

% Rahul Gandhi has declined Lo
They are just diverting attention. ' sign a sworn declaration backing
And no one should think this

his “vole theft” allegations against

the EC of India, despite repeated calls
from the poll body. Reilerating thal the
documents he cited for his “vote theft”
claims came from the EC's own data, the
Congress leader called it a fight for “One
Man, One Vole” and questioned the slate
of democracy, nating that “300 MPs”

| were denied a meeting with the poll body.

poll process and voter
roll revision in Bihar,
levelling baseless alle-
gations against the poll
panel as they want to
make "intruders and for-
eigners” voters in the
country

SP CHIEF AKHILESH YADAV SLAMS ELECTION
COMMISSION, ACCUSES OFFICIALS OF ‘VOTE LOOT'

Samajwadi Party (SP) chiel Akhilesh Yadav on

Monday accused the Election Commission of

failing to act against large-scale irregularities. in-
cluding in the Utlar Pradesh lections, and alleged that
officials colluded with the ruling BJP to “loot votes”. The
remarks came as opposition INDIA bloc MPs, including
Rahul Gandhi, Mallikarjun Kharge and Sharad Pawar,
staged a march from Parliament lowards tha Election
Commission office, accusing the body of “poll fraud” and
demanding accountabidity. However, the MPs, protest-
ing against voter roll revision in Bihar, were prevented
from going Lll the poll panel's haadquarters by police
which placed barricades in their way. . "It's not the first
time fingers have been raised at the Election Com-~
mission. In Utlar Pradesh elections, the SP has raised
issuas multiple times,” he said, racalling allegations
dunng a recent bypoll where, according lo him, the gov-
emment “used officers to loot votes” and even deployed
policemen in plain clothes lo cast ballots

WE WANT ANSWERS,  K'TAKA MINISTER

NOTATTACKS:  OUSTED AFTER

THAROOR SLAMS EC ~ VOTER LIST REMARKS
Shashi Tharoor

hit out at the EC
on Monday for attacking
Leader of Oppaosition in
the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi over his poll-
rigging claims. saying
that instead of providing
answers, the poll panel
18 insisting on formali-
ties like an oath and an
affidavit. "The Election
Commission was asked
a number of very seri-
ous questions by Rahul
Gandhi. Those serious
questions deserve seri-
ous answers. The Elec-
tion Commission, instead
of providing answers, is
insisting on formalities
like an oath,” he told PTL.
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Bengaluru: Kar-

nataka Coopera-

tion Minister K N
Rajanna has been asked
to resign, sources in the
Chiel Ministar Siddara-
maiah's office said on
Meonday. *Rajanna has
been asked to resign,” a
top source in the Chief
Minister's office told PTI
Rajanna held a mesting
with the Chief Minister in
the Vidhana Soudha.
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ngh drama al Oppn MPs march to ECI office

haos ensued as Delhi Police slopped hundreds
of Opposition MPs marching from Parliament to
the ECI headquarters in Delhi on Monday. Sev-
eral INDIA bloc MPs, including Rahul Gandhi,

C_

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, Sanjay Raut, and Sagarika Ghose,
were detained by cops and later released. Meanwhile, SP
leader Akhilesh Yadav was seen jumping over the police
barricade amid the protest. Police said they have permis-
sion to take 30 MPs only. Wearing white caps marked with

a red cross over the words “SIR™ and “vole chori”, the lead-
ers raised slogans and carried placards accusing ECI.  P5

NEW INCOME TAX BILL
2025 PASSED INLS

The LS on Monday

passed the modi-

fied New Income
Tax Bill 2025 introduced by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman. The new bill is
designed to update, simplify
India’s taxation system.

MPs Priyanka Gandhi, Dimple
Yadav, Priya saroj, Saayoni
Ghosh, Sagarika Ghose and
other Opposition leaders hold
protest march from Parliament
to eCI office, over SIR and ‘vote
theft', in New Delhi on Monday.
(Inset) LOP in LS Rahul Gandhi,
Sanjay Raut, Mahua Moitra &
other leaders detained dunng
their protest march, monday.

LS PASSES SPORTS,
ANTI-DOPING BILLS

The Lok Sabha on

Monday passed

the National Sports
Governance Bill 2025 and
the National Anti-Doping
(Amendment) Bill 2025
without much discussion
or resistance.



Oppn marches to EC

in protest agamst SIR

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Opposition MPs,
including Leaders of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi and Mallikarjun
Kharge, took out a protest march
on Monday from Parliament
House to the Election Commis-
sion against the revision of elect-
oral rolls in Bihar and alleged
“vote chori” but were stopped
midway by the police and
detained amid high drama.
Police put up barricades out-
side PTI Building on the way to
prevent the MPs, protesting the
voter roll revision in Bihar and
the alleged poll rigging, from
marching forward. As the MPs
were stopped, many of them sat
on the road and raised slogans
while some women MPs, includ-
ing saree-clad TMC's Mahua
Moitra and the Congress’ San-
jana Jatav and Jothimani,
climbed the barricading and
raised slogans against the EC.
They were later whisked away
by police in buses lined up along
the road and taken to the Parlia-
ment Street Police Station. All
the MPs were later released.
“This fight is not political, but
it is aimed at saving the Constitu-
tion. This fight is for ‘one man,
one vote and we want a clean,
pure voter list,” Rahul Gandhi
said as he was being taken away

Congress MP Prlyanka G'll'ldhl Vadra alongwith other leaders
duringthe protest march in New Delhi on Monday. AN

in a bus after being detained.

“They cannot talk as the truth
is before the entire nation....," he
said.

TMC's Moitra and Mitali Bag
also fainted during the protest
and were helped by Rahul Gan-
dhi.

Kharge, who was also
detained from outside the PTI
building, said the protest against
‘vote chori' and SIR is a fight to
protect people’s right to vote and
a struggle to save democracy and
the INDIA bloc will expose this
BJP’s conspiracy.

In a post on X, he said, “BJP’s
cowardly dictatorship will not

work!".

“This is a fight to protect the
people’s right to vote. This is a
struggle to save democracy,” he
said.

“The allies of the INDIA bloc
will surely expose this BJP con-
spiracy to shred the Constitu-
tion,” Kharge said in his post in
Hindi.

Congress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh alleged that
democracy was being “assaulted
and murdered” right outside
Parliament, as Opposition MPs
were stopped from taking oul
their protest march to the EC

continued on -7



EC scared but it won’t be able
to hide its data, say’s Rahul

Subodh.Ghildiyal
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Leading the op-
position march of almost 300
MPs from Parliament to EC
Monday morning, leader of
opposition in LLS Rahul Gand-
hi said, “EC is scared but it
won't be able to hide its data,
which will explode”, in a ref-
erence to his expose about
‘fake voters’ in Karnataka’'s
Mahadevapura seat.

Videos showed Priyvanka
Gandhi Vadra, along with
other MPs, chanting slogans
against the govt. Opposition
slammed blocking of the
marchas “murder of democ-
racy right outside Parlia-
ment”. Led by Mallikarjun
Kharge, Rahul and K C Ven-
ugopal (Congress), Sharad
Pawar (NCP-SP), Akhilesh
Yadav (SP), Sanjay Raut (Se-
na UBT), Derek O’'Brien
(TMC), T R Baalu (DMK),
John Brittas (CPM), Sand-
osh Kumar (CPI), N K Pre-
machandran (RSP), Sanjay
Singh (AAP), the MPsraised
slogans questioning EC and
Modi govt, and sought a
“clean voterslist”.

TMC MPs Mahua Moitra an
Sushmita Dev climb a barricade
during INDIA bloc's protest
march in New Delhi

As the MPs, sporting
white caps with red cross on
‘SIR’ and ‘vote chori’, were
stopped a few metres from
Parliament building, they sat
around on the road in groups
and held impromptu demon-
strations, raising slogans.
AKkhilesh created a flutter by
jumping across police barri-
cades and holding a sit-in.

Rahulsaiditisnotapolit-
ical fight but a battle for the
“soul of the country”, the
Constitution. “EC said 300
MPs cannot come. They are
scared... It is a fight for ‘one
man, one vote’. The Consti-
tution means nothing with-
outit. In Karnataka, we have

shown that ‘one man, one
vote’ does not exist. Opposi-
tion is fighting this battle,
and youth of the country has
understood this,” he said.
Among prominent mem-
bers in the march were Dim-
ple Yadav, Jairam Ramesh,
Shashi Tharoor, Manickam
Tagore, Supriya Sule, Ram-
gopal Yadav, Gaurav Gogoi,
Naseer Hussain, Sagarika
Ghose, Mahua Moitra, Saket
Gokhale, Sushmita Dev, San-
jana Jatav, Jothimani, Dee-
pender Hooda, Tiruchi Siva,
A Raja, P Chidambaram and
KartiChidambaram.
Akhilesh held a poster of
‘Mirapur bypoll 2024’, in UP,
showing a photograph of po-
licemen apparently stopping
minority voters from going to
polling booths — of which
videos had gone viral on poll-
ing day. He said he had per-
sonally complained about the
deletion of 18,000 voters, but
EC did not take any action.
TMC'S Saket Gokhale
said many BJP partners com-
plimented oppositionforrais-
ing SIR issue because they
are worried that BJP will use
EC against NDA allies too.



300 oppn MPs march to EC to
_ protest against ‘vote chort’

‘No Permission’; ©
Many INDIA Bloc
Netas Detained

Subodh.Ghildiyal
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Having brought
Parliament to a halt during
the ongoing monsoon ses-
sion, the opposition campa-
ign against “vote chori” cli-
maxed Monday when around
300 MPs —from LS and RS —
led by INDIA bloc stalwarts
took out a march to the Elec-
tion Commission office to
complain against “voter list
manipulation” and the speci-
al intensive revision of elec-
toralrolls in Bihar

The march, which started
from Parliament complex for
Nirvachan Sadan around

Leader of the opposition Rahul Gandh| and TMC MP Saayonl Ghosh
assist fellow TMC MP Mitali Bag after she fainted during the march

> EC: JAIRAM INITIALLY AGREED ON 30 MPs, P 10

half a km away, was blocked
by police after the poll watch-
dog gave permission for a de-
legation of only 30 MPs, acon-
dition that was rejected by
the opposition, which insis-
ted on the entire contingent

visiting EC. The detained
MPs were whisked away in
buses to Parliament Street
police station and released af-
ter about two hours.

»MoreonP 10
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